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Orchids rare and beautiful - Club Meeting, Friday 7" May 2021 
Neil Anderton from Friends of the Inverleigh Nature Conservation 
Reserve wowed us with his images of a huge variety of orchids. Neil 
trained and worked as a chemist with Kraft and later with CSIRO, 
researching plant and fungal toxins. As a resident of Teesdale, he 
became involved with the Friends of INCR and has been involved 
for 20 years. Originally, the Inverleigh Common, the plot of land 
close to the town became the Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve 
mainly in recognition of the abundant wildflowers found there. 

Now the Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve, it is a great intact 
example of Plains Grassy Woodland and boasts 300 plant species 
including 50 native orchids. Although quite large at 1000Oha, it 1s still 
only a remnant, surrounded by 
farmland and the inevitable 
urban development. 


Neil explained what an orchid 
is and showed some of the 
special features of these 
intriguing plants. He then 
showed us 40 of the 50 orchid 
species found at the Reserve, 
describing their characteristics 
in lay terms which we all 
understood. Neil was also 
particularly good at describing 
the differences between 
species in a few key words or 
phrases. He would be a great 
asset in the field! 


A few species are worth 
special mention. 


The Woodland Leek Orchid 
Prasophylum sp.“ Inverleigh” (above) is very rare with less than 200 
plants at this one site in Victoria. 


The Rosy Hyacinth Orchid 
Dipodium roseum (right) 

has not been seen since the 
early 2000’s. 
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The threatened Purple Diuris Diuris punctata (above) is only found 
at one spot and again, has a population of 200 plants. 


2 


We marvelled at the Inverleigh Spider Orchid Caladenia sp. 
“Inverleigh” which is only found here and there are less than 200 
plants in the entire population. This superb pink and white orchid 
flowers between September and October, stands over 30 cm tall and 
is pollinated by a small thynnid wasp that is tricked into thinking it 1s 
mating with a female wasp of its species. Neil showed how fencing 
and cages are used to protect these precious plants from wild grazers 
and human carelessness. 
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Inverleigh Spider Orchid Caladenia sp. “Inverleigh” 


The rarest of the orchids at Inverleigh (indeed in the world) is the 
critically endangered Pygmy Spider Orchid Caladenia pumila (p.5). 
Thought to be extinct, last seen in 1926, it was rediscovered in 2009 
when only two plants were found. 


Neil told us how he had been involved in propagating and growing 
out these plants from seed in collaboration with the Melbourne 
Botanic Gardens. This has been a difficult process and incredibly 


frustrating, but the work has recently yielded good results and the 
future of this rarest of plants is assured, thanks to the dedication and 
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Neil also mentioned the three year Biodiversity Response Planning 
erant from DELWP that Ballarat Environment Network secured in 
2018. It is about to culminate with the installation of a new herbivore 
proof fence to double the size of the existing lha enclosure that 
protects the two known Pygmy Spider Orchids in the Reserve. This 
increases the area of suitable habitat protected for reintroduction of 
the plants propagated at the Botanic Gardens. 


Neil is President of the Australian Native Orchid Society (Geelong) 
and participates in a number of the Society’s specialist groups. 

He learnt his seed propagation skills through working on the 
Terrestrial Seed Propagation Group. Since 2008 he has been an 
Orchid Conservation Volunteer with the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Melbourne. 


We were very pleased to hear from Neil and see the results of his 
work over the years. 
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Excursion Incursion 
Naturalists were held up by 268 mountain bikers in a formal racing event 
on the iconic Great Dividing Trail route in Creswick Regional Park 
where formal recreation events are supposedly illegal. 


Parks Victoria staff blocked Field Naturalist's long-planned excursion 
through Koala Park and to other sites in the Cosgrave area. 


New Frog Guide Out Soon 
The ‘Photographic Field Guide to Australian Frogs’ aims to provide 


a detailed and wonderfully illustrated guide for identification of adult 
frogs. 

Frogs can be subtly different and often lack consistent features for 
identification. Species recognition may require gaining an overall 
impression or appearance based on a variety of subtle differences 
such as shape, size, behaviour, habits, call and habitat. This over- 
all impression 1s referred to as *j1zz’. However, relying on jizz for id 
presents a problem — it requires prior experience or a reference for 
comparison. The ‘Photographic Field To Australian Frogs’ over- 
comes this limitation by providing detailed comparative photos of 
key characters. 


For those less familiar with frogs, a ‘dichotomous key’ 1s provided to 
quickly identify genus or 
eroups of similar looking 
froee, LAke SO. GHC? SIsC" Te ee ee 
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published frog guides this Patan | (eer og he Oba 
book provides individual- 
ised distribution maps 
depicting geographical 
features which separate 
similar taxa such as 
rivers, mountains, or 
towns. These maps are 
supported by detailed text 
documenting when 
similar species overlap, 
abut or even areas where 
hybrids have been record- 
ed. And for those taxa 
where call is vital, the 
cuide provides parameters 
such as pulse rate, pulses 
per note, the dominant 
frequency, and the number of notes per call. 


Overall, this book is a field guide to Australian frogs unlike any 
other. Wonderfully detailed, extensively comparative, superbly 
illustrated and, most notably, useful for identifying Australian 
frogs. The ‘Photographic Field Guide To Australian Frogs’ 1s 
available from early June. You can purchase online from CSIRO 


Publishing (https://www.publish.csiro.au/book/7951/) or order 
your copy at all good bookstores. 
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Pemberton WA 


Author, Mark G Sanders 1s a professional field naturalist, ecologist, 
and fauna surveyor with more than 25 years of experience. 
He is a well-known wildlife photographer and currently runs an 
environmental consultancy conducting surveys across Australia. 
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the Mooraboo! 


fhe RIVER MOOQORABOAOAL 


The Moorabool River is 
In distress. 


But now, thanks to its friends, the Moorabool is the 
star of a film that tells you why. 


And, asks for your help. 

This unassuming but environmentally important river 
flows from the Wombat Forest near Ballarat to 
Geelong’s Barwon River. It supports diverse wildlife, 
as well as farms, vineyards, tourism and towns. 

You may even drink Mooraboo!l water from your tap. 
But Victoria's most flow-stressed river's very survival 
faces a threat as great as that confronting Australia’s 
largest river system — the Murray-Darling. 


Come to the launch of 


and panel discussion to find out why. 


falearat Mechanics’ insite, SCAN FOr tic ket sales 


117-119 Sturt Street, Ballarat or visit « 
Ue ay, 
we i 4 Voorahool 
& ay People for A Living Moorabool 0 e Catchment (a 
~~ LINDGahe GROUP 


ae Parle tL = 


Field Nats - please support this event : 
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Excursion Report - Creswick Regional Park 8/5/21 
17 intrepid field nats met at Koala Park to start the day and we had a 


ereat vantage point to view over 200 mountain-bike riders enjoying 
the forest on an organised racing event. We were prevented from 
using one particular path for about 15 minutes after which we moved 
to south of the Melbourne road to find some unique person-powered 
puddlers, near a series or water races (see below). 

John Petheram explained and then demonstrated how the device was 
used to mix up soil and water in the hope of finding gold. There are 
seven such puddlers at this site and John, Bernadette and others are 
in the process of recording them with a view to registering them with 
Heritage Victoria. 


The next stop was a brief relief stop at Slaty Creek picnic ground #1 
which was quite crowded with members of a local scout troop. 

We moved on quickly to a Chinese garden and associated dam that 
had 2m high walls. The dam was used to service races and sluices all 
over the surrounding land and to water the gardens. The gardens 
themselves still show obvious channels or shallow trenches with 
banks in between. John Gregurke found what could well be a wheel- 
barrow wheel. This was steel, very rusty, and quite thick. At a near- 
by site, we also found Silky Fan-fern Sticherus tener (see page 11). 
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The group then moved on the “Manila Men’s garden, so called 


because it was established and worked by Filipinos who ventured to 
Australia after the California Rush. Again, this small garden is very 
obvious in the landscape with raised beds 1n between shallow 
trenches. Just this week, John 
Petheram submitted a record of 
this site with Heritage Victoria 
which we hope will add weight to 
our arguments about the high 
value of historic remnants within 
Creswick Regional Park. 


Our final stop was a photo 
opportunity back in Koala Park 
after lunch when the threat of 
being skittled by a mountain bike 
was reduced. We encountered a 
rare species of Grevillea recently 
discovered here by Roger Thomas. 
This was the Grevillea micrantha 
or small-flowered Grevillea (left) 
which flowers between August and 
January, so we will have to return 
to Koala Park for a better look at 
its flowers in the spring. 


Historical Background 
Puddling machines, or "puddlers" were pioneered on the Victorian 


goldfields in 1854. This technology was developed as an affordable 
way of processing gold-bearing clay on a large scale. Puddling 
machines are a very significant development in the history of 
Victorian gold mining, as they are the only technology or method 
developed entirely on the Victorian Goldfields. 


The characteristic clay earth of the goldfields region posed a 
problem to the 19th century miners - gold was trapped within the 
hard lumps of clay and in order to retrieve it, these lumps needed to 
be effectively broken up. 


A circular trough in the ground, lined with wood or bark, was filled 
with clay and water. A horse circled the trough and dragged a 
harrow through the clay mixture, breaking up the lumps and turning 
it into arunny sludge. The gold released from the clay would sink to 
the bottom, and the watery clay would be drained off from the top. 
The residue at the bottom of the trough would then be cleaned up 
with a pan or cradle to collect the gold. 


ti ill, I 


The remains of these puddling machines can be found scattered in 
abundance throughout the bushland of the Victorian Goldfields. 
Most now appear as little more than ring-shaped depressions 1n the 
eround, but are a fascinating testament to the region's prosperous 
gold digging days. 

From: https://www.goldfieldsguide.com.au/blog/15/puddling- 
machines-of-the-victorian-goldfields 
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Briefs from May Club Meeting 


Field Reports 

John G reported that he found a Tiny Greenhood whist taking 
part in a koala survey at Woowookarung RP. He thought it was 
Pterostylis sp. aff. parviflora but subsequently discovered that it has 
been re-classified as P. rubescens or P. clivosa. The identity 1s still 
being debated on iNaturalist. 

Carol described a Yellow Stainer Fungi increasing its spread in 
her front yard in Wendouree, and an apparently associated improve- 
ment in the health of the grass in the areas where the fungi fruited. 

Peter N told us about a male Scarlet Robin being very hard to 
dissuade from attacking a car mirror and the side window of the car 
after the mirror was “turned 1n” at his property in Scarsdale. He was 
obviously feeling very territorial (The robin, not Peter ed.). 

Les spotted at least six Rainbow Lorikeets in his apple tree at 
Bungaree. 

Paul had visited an area between Swanson Rd and Swamp Rd, 
Dereel very recently burnt by DELWP and CFA, with some of the 
burn being quite cool, and other areas evidently getting very hot. 

Claire found some interesting fungi in front of the IGA in 
Miner’s Rest, which was identified by Les as Shaggy Ink Cap, 
Coprinus comatus. 


Some items of General Business 

‘Rat Nat’s update: whilst only small numbers are attending, they 
are very much enjoying the activities. 

Communities Environment Program grant update- “Community 
-based Environmental Recording’. The possibility of showcasing this 
project at SEANA was discussed. The project will be introduced to 
the broader membership at our July meeting and field trip. It was 
noted that Graeme has become the “tech guru” for this project, learn- 
ing to navigate around the photo-monitoring software “Photomon” 
for which the Club will soon purchase a four year licence thanks to 
the Grant. 

SEANA Spring Camp (Oct. 22-24) planning: Bill gave an 
update of the 8 full day programs we hope to offer over the two days. 

Future meeting venues: now that our normal meeting venue 1s 
available for hire again, we plan to return there for future meetings. 

A member suggested that we consider returning to Club Meet- 
ings via Zoom over the winter months to be more accessible to a 
wider range of members. This suggestion will be discussed at the 
May Committee Meeting. 
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“PHOTOMON?” purchased 
with Commonwealth Environmental Program Grant 


Photomon provides a way to document environmental change over 
time, using ‘photo points’ at locations selected for various purposes, 
such as assessing: effectiveness of re-vegetation, rates of weed 
invasion or control, or habitat damage from vehicles. 


The program 1s managed by The Northern Agricultural Catchments 
Council (NACC) - one of Australia’s 56 regional natural resource 
management organisations working to accomplish nation-wide 
management, restoration and protection of Australia’s natural 
environment. 


FNCB recently purchased a licence to use the program for four years 
thanks to grant funding from the Commonwealth Environmental 
Program. This grant was focussed particularly on the collection and 
storage of nature-related data. The aim 1s to have field naturalists 
lead the way in quality data collection which can be shared with land 
management agencies and assist them to make sound management 
decisions. 


The program comprises a smartphone Application that allows users 
to document environmental change by taking photos that have a 
consistent field of view. The services offered by NACC include the 
Photomon app, Photomon mobile services, and an interactive map- 
ping portal focused on sustainable resource management. 


Our intention is to use Photomon as an objective way of storing 
existing photo point data (for example from our vegetation monitor- 
ing sites in Woowookarung), as well as establishing programs to 
record impacts of land management on habitat in natural areas. 
Existing photos from a site can be established as baseline images for 
use in monitoring future change, as long as accurate GPS coordinates 
are available for that site. 


Members are encouraged to make use of the FNCB Photomon 
licence - to establish monitoring programs at particular sites where 
environmental damage is a concern - bearing 1n mind that there are 
limits to the number of photos that can be stored by the program. 
Contact Bill Elder to discuss ideas for Monitoring Programs and 
access to the system. The current licence 1s for a period of four years 


Opposite: regrowth at a site in Woowookarung. Similar sites 
established with Photomon will be easier to locate and maintain. 
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Site 7. 
North view. 


Spring 2013 
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Site 7. 


North view. 


Spring 2019 


Membership reminder 
Thanks to all those who have already paid their 2021 member- 
ship. This annual fee covers many of your Club’s running 
costs. Members receive a full-colour newsletter via email each 
month, Our preferred method is via Direct Deposit to the 
F'NCB bank account: 
BSB 633 000 Account No. 119112290 
Please quote your name as a reference. 
If you are not sure if you have paid for 2021 


Thanks from Kathy. 


15 


Excursions and Meetings (subject to change) 
With COVID restrictions likely to be in place immediately after the 


current lockdown, our planned speakers and excursion for June have 
been postponed...but we offer the following alternatives: 

June 4 - 7.30 pm Club meeting via “Zoom” + members’ images / 
show and tell opportunity. 

June 6 Fungi of Wombat Forest led by John Walter - Cancelled 


July 2 - 7.30 pm John Gregurke presents The Simpson Desert, and 
Bill Elder on “Photomon” - via Zoom 


July 4 Use of Photomon at selected sites around Ballarat, including 
Woowookarung Regional Park. Led by Bill Elder and Graeme Lunt. 


August 6 - 7.30 pm John Lenagan, ANGAIR presenting 
“Interactions with Nature” - via Zoom 

August 8 Fungi Foray led by Ema Coro, mycologist from Bacchus 
Marsh. Sites to be determined. 


As the COVID situation is so fluid, members will be kept informed 
as needed. Whatever the case, health restrictions still apply, so please 
continue to bring a mask, wash and sanitise hands regularly, and 
socially distance wherever possible. 

Of course, if you are not well or suffering any flu-like symptoms, 
please stay at home. 


Committee 
President Bill Elder 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Andy Arnold 
Bernadette Cheeseman 
Val Hocking 
Graeme Lunt 
John Petheram 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
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Editor: Bull Elder 

Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Club email: ballaratfinc@gmail.com 


Meetings - due to COVID-19, meetings may have number limits applied. 
Members will be kept informed of meeting venues and restrictions as 
needed. 
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